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Such an event as the Russian revolution, in which the mob " has 
tasted of liberty and been made drunk," should not deceive the 
" sober bystanders " into the error of security. Russia, immensely 
powerful, will follow inevitably and fatally the course of her own 
world interests at the expense of any and every nation that stands in 
her way. She is " not done with imperialism " (page 270). It may 
be that this or that particular menace of the powers will not reach 
us, but we " must in simple prudence insure against the catastrophe." 
Our wisest insurance, according to Dr. Powers, is to recognize as 
an accomplished fact the community of interests between America 
and the British Empire (a policy to which Professor Usher and Mr. 
Beer have urged us eagerly), and to shape our policy to strengthen 
and cement this " great fellowship." n <5 M 

The Future of the Southern Slavs. By A. H. E. Taylor. 
New York, Dodd Mead and Company. — 326 pp. 

Not only the average intelligent American layman but the close 
student of Balkan affairs will welcome the appearance of The Future 
of the Southern Slavs by A. H. E. Taylor. The work is without 
exception the best on the subject in English. It contains an array 
of facts and reasons so skilfully presented that few readers will close 
the book without becoming sympathetic with Mr. Taylor's views. 
His main thesis is for the erection of an independent South Slav 
state, in the event of a victory for the Western Allies, in which will 
be united the distinctly South Slav peoples : Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

In order that the reader be provided with a sound basis for under- 
standing the problems which he discusses in the constructive part of 
his book, Mr. Taylor devotes the first fifty pages to a brief history of 
the Southern Slavs from their appearance in Europe to the present 
day. This is so well done that the difficulties in the way of a solu- 
tion of the problems arising out of the future relations of the new 
state with Austria-Hungary, Italy and Bulgaria are readily grasped. 
The chapters devoted to the discussion of these problems are fol- 
lowed by two final chapters in which the internal questions, that will 
necessarily arise in the constitutional and administrative organization 
of the new state, are discussed. To each of the problems that he 
considers, Mr. Taylor contributes information and understanding. 

In his chapter on the Jugoslavs and Austria-Hungary, Mr. Taylor 
clearly demonstrates the hypocrisy of the claim of Hungary to be 
the constitutional state of a liberty-loving people. He conclusively 
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shows that the demand for independence made by the Serbo-Croats 
of the Austro-Hungarian empire arose only after every effort made 
by them to secure autonomy within the monarchy was rejected. It 
then became evident that the Magyars were determined to prevent 
the secession of their subject Slavs to Serbia by destroying the latter's 
independence ; once all the Southern Slavs were incorporated into the 
Dual Monarchy, the latter was safe from possible disruption. Simi- 
larly in treating of the relations of the Jugoslavs to Italy, Mr. Tay- 
lor's splendid analysis of the Adriatic problem convinces one of the 
justice of the South Slavs' contention that to give Dalmatia, inhab- 
ited almost exclusively by Serbo-Croats, to Italy, means for them 
merely to exchange one set of masters for another; and for Europe 
this would result in the establishment of an Alsace-Lorraine in its 
southeastern corner. Fortunately, since Mr. Taylor's book appeared, 
the Congress of Oppressed Nationalities at Rome, held April 8, 1918, 
provided a basis of agreement between Italians and Jugoslavs which 
augurs well for a happy solution of this chief point of difference be- 
tween them. Again, in discussing Serbo-Bulgarian relations, Mr. 
Taylor is very illuminating. He shows that on historical grounds, 
much-contested central Macedonia may be claimed by either Serbia 
or Bulgaria; but that on ethnological grounds it can be claimed by 
neither of them. The Macedonians are intermediate between Serbs 
and Bulgars and speak a patois which is intelligible to both. When 
he becomes educated, the Macedonian learns the literary language of 
either Serb or Bulgar, and thereby becomes a Serb or Bulgar. Hence 
the fate of Macedonia at the peace congress can be decided on 
grounds other than nationality, on grounds of geography and eco- 
nomic access which will help to secure an enduring peace. 

The chapters devoted to the probable internal organization of the 
new state are very enlightening. Convincing reasons are given for a 
unitary monarchy under the King of Serbia rather than a federated 
state, for the division of the large estates among the peasants, and 
for a co-operative rather than a capitalistic form of industrialism in 
order to conform to the genius of the Serb race. Mr. Taylor's de- 
scription of the natural resources of the proposed state and his 
analysis of its economic needs are as clear and thorough as his dis- 
cussion of its political organization. The reader closes this interest- 
ing book repaid for its perusal and with a feeling of deep sympathy 
for the fine, heroic race that refuses to forsake the ideal that has 
brought so many misfortunes upon it, namely, unity and independence. 

Stephen P. Duggan. 
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